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Moving Spotlight 


Survey on War Guilt 

Americans are keeping remarkably 
level heads in spite of all the propa- 
ganda, official and unofficial, heaped 
upon them. This opinion is supported 
by the results of a recent National 
Opinion Research Survey. The survey 
revealed that only 2 per cent of the 
American people believe that all the 
German people should be blamed and 
held responsible for the war-time cruel- 
ties and atrocities of the Nazis and 
should be made to pay for them, 58 per 
cent feel that the Nazi leaders alone 
should be held responsible, and 38 per 
cent feel that the German people have 
been victimized by their “wl a0 but also 
that they have shared in the guilt of 
their leadership and should be held ac- 
countable for it. Since this survey, 
which has been either suppressed or 
ignored by the general press, was con- 
ducted on a nation-wide basis, we be- 
lieve it is an encouraging indication 
that the leaven of Christian tolerance 
and thought is still deeply influential 
in American life. 


Peace-Time Conscription 


The situation on post-war conscrip- 
tion legislation has changed materially 
in past weeks. Formerly all indications 
were that a concerted drive would get 
the measure through Congress almost 
immediately. The imminence of this 
seemed to galvanize the American pub- 
lic into action. Within the past month 
statements of opposition to passage of 
such legislation during the war have 
been issued by the Federal Council of 
Charches, the archbishops and bishops 
o. the Catholic Church, the Y.M.C.A. 
National Board, powerful segments of 
the labor movement and, most impor- 
tant of all, from the people back home 
in the Congressional districts. 


Revenue for Religion 

A United Press story which appeared 
recently i reveals ae the 
Church of England has been able to 
exert so little influence on new genera- 
tions. It has been learned that Church 
of England officials are hoping that the 


(Continued on next page) 


THERE CAN BE NO real military victory in this war until there has been 
a moral victory. And no intelligent mind can scan the records of this con- 
flict without realizing that our military leadership has outclassed our moral 
leadership. The brave boys in brown and blue are dragging through their 
hard fought battles the dead weight of political failures which are intrinsically 
based on the moral sins of selfishness and greed. Boys who are too young 
really to know sin must die to protect sophisticated elderly men who have 
grown callous to sin. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


As you follow the headlines now you should realize that the whole war 
outlook has shifted. The Germans caught the Allied nations compietely off 
balance, as explained in our last issue, and have followed up this advantage 
with skill and daring. Censorship has kept the public from knowing what 
this is really going to mean. 

Casualties 

For instance, high officials in Washington are openly admitting that our 
casualties have now jumped to such an unexpectedly high figure that they will 
likely total 1,400,000 in a year, if the war should last that Jong. That will 
mean 500,000 dead—approximately 70,000 soldiers died in the last war. 
Inflation 

Also a real war-time inflation is now developing in this country in spite of 
all government controls. It will bring very serious consequences to the mil- 
lions of citizens who work for fixed salaries. As money in circulation spirals 
to new heights of volume, a rush to buy durable goods will develop, money 
will then inevitably cheapen and any kind of goods will become dear. Unless 
the war in Europe can be ended within two or three months, which is unlikely, 
America is going to see something of what Ky has suffered for the past 
five years in economic displacement, thriving black markets and similar prob- 
lems. 

Help Wanted 

Most of us realize that such conditions have already in a way caused tig 
city of help of all kinds. We hear that it has been so hard to get typists 1 
Washington that employers now put a job applicant in a room with a wash- 
board, a sewing machine and a typewriter. If she picks up the typewriter, 
she’s hired! 

Why? 

Censorship is preventing the American people from knowing WHY the war 
in Europe did not end in late 1944 and is going on into 1945 with ever-increas- 
ing cost and sorrow. American military leaders in — are not to blame 
although that criticism is now being implied. Churchill and Eden control 
certain leading papers in England and these have been throwing up a smoke 
screen. They demand that overburdened General Eisenhower be relieved of 
part of his responsibilities, thus creating the impression that the military set 
back was due to the failure of American military leadership. In this country 
the American people are being deceived as to where the trouble lies by official 
silence in Washington and the fact that most of the American press and radio 
is controlled by large financially powerful blocs that play hand-in-glove with 
the financial citadels of London. The fault does not lie with Eisenhower or 
with any other American military leader, the failure has been higher up—a 
— failure, a moral failure is costing the lives of thousands of American 

oys. 
How 

The shameless betrayal of the Atlantic Charter which offered hope to all 

conquered and suppressed people and the blatant discard of all ideological 
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West Coast Exclusion Repealed 


Important developments have occurred relative to the 
status of Americans of Japanese ancestry. The government 
formally ended the period of quarantine for Japanese-Amer- 
icans, making it possible for them to return to their former 
homes. At the same time, the Supreme Court again confirm- 
ed by a 6 to 3 decision the right of the military to remove 
and confine citizens of this country in the interests of defense. 
The Supreme Court decisions, (both the Hirabayashi and 
Korematsu cases), however, made it clear that these American 
citizens of Japanese ancestry were not denied their freedom 
because of hostility to them as individuals or because of their 
racial stocks, but because of the emergency of war. However, 
speaking for the dissenting opinion, Justice Murphy said that 
the exclusion order goes over the very brink of constitutional 
power and falls into the ugly abyss of racism. So the issue, 
from a moral and democratic standpoint, fundamentally re- 
mains unsolved to haunt every sincere Christian mind. 

The newspapers have been filled with wild stories of what 
different organizations on the west coast threaten to do to 
returning Japanese-Americans, but the papers have not told 
that the FBI is keeping close watch on these centers of hys- 
teria and racial hatred. Some of the overheated patriots re- 
turned home suddenly, pale and sobered by the whispered 
information that “that good looking young fella who attend- 
ed our meeting last night was an FBI man, and he told 
George, the chairman, that we'd better read up on the Con- 
stitution if we want to keep out of trouble,” (quoted from an 
actual letter reporting a typical incident). So the FBI is pre- 
pared to protect American citizens of Japanese ancestry from 
other American citizens whose thinking and racial attitudes 
follow too closely the pattern of thought and action of Nazi 
racialism. 

The colleges and universities of the west coast and many 
of the church bodies are quietly preparing to take the lead 
in the reception of those who choose to return to their homes 
from the relocation centers. The government has announced 
that every precaution will be used to control the release of 
the American-Japanese so that as little difficulty will be oc- 
casioned as possible. 


The State Department 


Our readers will remember that during 1942 and 1943 de- 
pendable Christian lay sources in Washington reported to us 
that the work and etfectiveness of Cordell Hull as Secretary 
of State was grossly exaggerated for political purposes and 
that the State Department was badly organized, weak and in- 
effective in far too many of its relationships. Now that Mr. 
Hull has gone, Washington is talking openly about the drastic 
reorganization of the State Department which revealed that 
matters had reached a very low ebb indeed. This is a passing 
phase of which few citizens have been aware. 


We regret to inform our readers now that the same de- 
pendable sources in Washington are reporting to us that, 
while the new Secretary of State is a friendly gentleman of 
fine presence and a most engaging smile, Mr. Stettinius is not 
considered to be well informed on foreign affairs and has 
been chiefly a ‘‘yes man” whom the White House finds useful 
because of his ties to big business. The conviction grows 
that Stettinius was chosen because of his implicit obedience 
to Roosevelt at a time when the President wanted a rubber 
stamp in the State Department who would never deviate from 
Roosevelt policies. Our final estimate of the new State De- 
partment, then, will a upon our evaluation of the Presi- 
dent's international policies. 


“Meddling” in Bolivian Affairs 


A report from Washington states that the new Assistant 
Secretary of State Will Clayton, the international cotton king, 


admitted before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee re- 
cently that he opposed writing into United States-Bolivian tin 
contracts a clause that would require the tin operators to obey 
Bolivian labor laws and to make sanitary and safety improve- 
ments. His reason for this opposition was that he “does not 
believe in meddling in the internal affairs of other countries.” 

Our State ys tae apparently does not see entirely eye- 
to-eye on the definition of “meddling.” In current American- 
Bolivian negotiations the State Department has approved a 
proposal which grants an increase in tin prices providing the 
Bolivian government promises not to increase the internal tax. 
“Meddling” is condoned when it protects the profits of 
wealthy Bolivian tin barons, but is frowned upon when it 
means better living conditions for underprivileged miners! 

The tin miners in Bolivia exist in the most wretched 
poverty. Starvation, bad housing and bad sanitary conditions 
prevail. These conditions resulted last year in violent up- 
risings in the tin mine regions. The uprisings were put down 
by brutal reprisals that brought death to many of the inhabi- 
tants and spread bitterness throughout the country. The dis- 
turbance eventually led to the downfall of the government 
in power. 

The Bolivian government in its negotiation for the new 
tin contract asked for substantial price increases, promising 
that the increased revenue would be used to improve work- 
ing conditions and to provide better housing, sanitary facili- 
ties and other improvements. It is strange to note that our 
State Department puts a stifling condition on a price rise so 
that, in effect, the Bolivian industrialists are protected from 
government taxation and the tin magnates become the sole 
beneficiaries of the price rise. Evidently the new State De- 
partment favors labor clauses in reverse—clauses that guaran- 
tee a minimum of improvement in labor conditions. 


Government Cracks Down on Monopolies 


Very few papers carried the following reports: 


The Federal government has brought suit against Norden, 
Inc., maker of bombsights, for conspiracy to defraud the gov- 
ernment by restricting the development and production of 
bombsights. The charges state that, in furnishing plans to 
other firms to assist in the production of bombsights, the 
Norden Company falsified “a gave misleading specifications 
so that cooperating companies were unable to produce effec- 
tive units—this while American fliers were waiting for bomb- 
sights to carry the war to the enemy. The Norden company 
officials, of course, deny all charges, but a Federal Grand Jury 
investigation preceded the indictment. 


Nineteen steamship lines profited to the tune of $300,000 
a voyage for hauling war cargoes from the United States to 
the Suez area. These cargoes consisted of materials designated 
for the British government and the payments for the ship- 
ments were made from lend-lease funds. The House Mer- 
chant Marine Committee, which brought charges against the 
shipping companies, blamed the Maritime Commission for 
setting up excessive shipping rates which enabled the com- 
panies to make such an exorbitant profit. Two of the steam- 
ship lines have refunded 51 per cent of their excess profits 
and the government is attempting to get refunds from other 
companies through court actions. 


Seven powerful lead manufacturing companies, which con- 
trol 90 per cent of the lead production and sale in the United 
States, have been charged with monopolistic and discrimina- 
tory price fixing. The Federal Trade Commission claims that 
The National Lead Company, Anaconda Copper Mining Com- 
pany with its subsidiary, International Smelting and Refining 
Company, the Eagle-Picher Lead Company with its subsidiary, 
Eagle-Picher Sales Company, the Sherwin-Williams Company 
and the Glidden Company formed a conspiracy to maintain 
non-competitive price schedules, and to “hinder and lessen 
price competition.” 





